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Is American pluralism more reflective of Plato’s or Machiavelli’s political philosophy? Explain your reasoning.
[bookmark: _GoBack]American pluralism means that several groups, not the people as a whole, govern the United States of America. These groups include unions, trade and professional associations, social groups, environmentalists, to mention a few. In such a case, the key participants in the decision-making process constitute only a tiny fraction of the general population. According to Newman (1973), pluralism is the exercise of power by several groups. The pluralists’ view of power is that political leaders become powerful because they control resources that people want. 
In my reasoning, American pluralism is more reflective of Machiavelli's political philosophy than Plato's. In Machiavelli's thoughts and philosophy, politics is more of a game, and the better you played it, the more power you could hold for a longer period. This is more apparent in American pluralism. On the other hand, Plato's philosophy maintains that political power is a skill that certain people possess. His greatest concern is about a state should be ruled. There would be no groups or any coalitions for Plato but set rulers who are highly educated and trained then given absolute power. Plato's philosophy was based on morality and public order in politics. Plato believed that the ruling class should be morally excellent, which is not the case with American politics. 
Machiavelli argues that in politics, sometimes one has to be cunning like a fox to attain political power (Gunnell, 2020).  This is quite evident in American pluralism. This is because its political system is played like a game with different groups fighting for a chance in the political arena. Sometimes those who ascend to power use dubious methods to attain political power. According to Machiavelli, morals and ethics are not vital in politics. It is quite evident that American pluralism is about exercising power through a diverse group. Adamson (2019) argues that a good man has no moral authority by virtue of being good. For Machiavelli, the most important aspect is how to attain power by whichever means and maintain it.
The American political system comprises diverse ethnic, racial and social groups who have developed a tradition to guard culture through laws and policies that favor them. American pluralism is closely related to the works of Machiavelli. Their system of governance listens to the voices of its people and acts according to their concerns. Due to her liberal nature, the US has birthed a political system that has been making popular policies to the people but affecting their social aspects negatively (Adamson, 2019).
In America today, the rise to power is more reflective of the Machiavellian political philosophy. Everyone wants power, and humans can do all they can to achieve political power. Machiavelli believed that everyone should have a say in government regardless of their race, religion or ethnic group.  American pluralism is therefore enshrined in the idea that everyone’s opinion counts. By so doing, America propagates a more inclusive and liberal government. This is visible through various groups that influence policy in the United States.
In his philosophy, Machiavelli was concerned about how to obtain power and its reality. While Plato painted a perfect political world for us, Machiavelli comes with the harsh reality in his political philosophy. He says that politics means exercising political power. In his book the prince, he stated that political power gave a prince the duty to preserve the nation and protect his subjects. He served us with a brutal example of how we live today and the state of politics in America today.
American pluralism is built on the belief that government and politics help strengthen the state's power.  The idea of pluralism means that various groups and coalitions constantly vie and contend for political power, but none attains political dominance. Machiavelli's philosophy is what guides American politics since her political system is founded on pluralism.  This is because it is dominated by multiple small groups which exercise influence on the policy and laws of the country (Cosans & Reina, 2018). Some of these groups are well funded, while others are not well funded. They influence policies on specific areas such as security, agriculture, trade, climate change, to mention but a few. These groups enjoy political autonomy. They depend on their skills of rallying political resources without interference from higher authority. This kind of independence maintains a spirited completion between these organizations or groups.
Looking at the American political system today, we realize that Machiavelli laid a foundation for modern politics. He provided a mirror for contemporary American politics. America is a system that is a reflection of Machiavelli's political philosophy due to her diverse culture. Most American citizens have been able to maintain their culture as immigrants. Different cultural backgrounds have come to live in the states but still maintain their culture. American political systems also contain subcultures in a pluralist society. In so doing, they obtain unity of diversity—for example, the Amish people who live alongside those who are not Amish. 
Pluralists argue that public policy comes from competition from various groups since just a small number participates actively in policy formation. While this may seem like anarchy, it is important to remember the words of Machiavelli that everyone recognizes power when they see it (Menaldo, 2018). For example, congress collects taxes while the president sends troops for war. 
Pluralism means that no one is all-powerful. While one may be so powerful in one area, they may be less powerful in another area. Military people are powerful on security issues, but they may not be as powerful on matters of agriculture or trade. This is why America has recognized that power holders in America usually have an influence on a relatively limited scope. That's why they embrace diversity.  The American political system has realized that power cannot be taken for granted.
The pluralist's view of political power underlies their interpretation of how to govern. Therefore, they have created an open system, open in this sense; the organizations recruit members from all walks of life while looking at the untapped resources to form new groups to utilize those resources (Menaldo, 2018).
American pluralism, therefore, judges society not by its equality but by its equality of political power.  All American citizens are given equal chances to contend for political positions.  There is also evidence of endless quest by these groups to seek public support by being liberal. In America, the more liberal a leader or group is, the more likely they are likely to attain political power. This is because even if the masses do not govern directly, their opinions are taken into consideration at every governance step (Cosans & Reina, 2018).
American political system believes in pluralism. They believe in the popular control of government by the people, and so they feel compelled to sell their ideologies to the people and often than never, they judge the winners or losers through polls. They believe that a powerful group must have a popular backing to gain political power.  These organized groups must also back elected leaders in the government. However, they have to have ethical or moral standards to have a huge backing; hence, American pluralism reflects Machiavelli's political philosophy.
In conclusion, American pluralism is more reflective of the Machiavellian philosophy. American pluralism is a game with different groups fighting for political power. American pluralism is an exercise of power by several groups of people. Machiavelli saw the most important goal as the maintenance of power which these groups strive t achieve.
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